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los Angeles where he has had some skirmishes. Fre'-
mont is hurrying there to assist with California Rangers,
and, last and best, General Kearny1 has fought his way
from Missouri to the south of California, has lost some
men and officers, but here again the news are so hasty
that I cannot give them this time. St. Diego is nearer
Panama than this and it is more than probable that all
these details will reach you as soon or sooner than this.

" Thank God, after 198 days at sea we have got here,
find war raging, but at a distance froin us and a quiet
little inoffensive town ready to receive us as oppressors
and guards. Some events will transpire when General
Kearny approaches us, by which time I will be more
familiar and better situated to tell you tales of war and
adventure. I am in good health and spirits, ready for
a fight or horse race, just as fate may place at my ser-
vice. Should we land here I'll have hard work in
getting my stores 3 under shelter and making the pur-
chases that fall to my share, but of all these details
when next an opportunity offers. Should my past
letters-seem blank and unsatisfactory you must remem-
ber that the sea is not a brightener of fancy or pen.
The Dale will sail by the first fair puff, and I must
write a line to Mother and some other of my friends.

"The map I have made as a harbor of Valparaiso
will answer well for Monterey, if you increase it so as to
make this bay tweniy miles wide instead of two. They
are strongly similar in all save here we have fine forests
of pine and oak. . . ."

1 Stephen Watts Kearny, uncle of Gen. Philip Kearny.

2 Sherman was quartermaster and commissary.             tutvr         riiiiiiiiillfit in re*
